
Prof. Ramesh Chand, Member (Agri), NITI Aayog calls upon 

agricultural researchers to work towards doubling farmers’ income 
 

Ever since the Prime Minister of India envisioned doubling farmers’ income by 2022, there have 

been concerted efforts from policy makers, development planners and the agricultural researchers 

in working on the details of the road map, towards that national goal.  

The National Academy for agricultural Research and Management, Hyderabad convened a special 

Interactive Session on “Doubling farmers income by 2022: Concerns and Strategies”, on 18 

Mar 2017 at the NAARM Auditorium, in order to sensitize the agricultural scientists, researchers, 

development planners and students on the need to realign their R&D activities towards meeting 

the Government of India’s stated objectives.  

Prof. Ramesh Chand, Member (Agriculture), NITI Aayog delivered a Lead Talk on “Agriculture 

Economy and Farmers: Challenges and Perspectives”. He highlighted the key role played by 

the farm sector in strengthening the national economy, improving inclusive growth, ensuring 

sustainable development and dealing with climate change. Prof. Ramesh Chand expressed 

concern that the Indian farmers lag behind their non-farmer in income growth by over 28 years 

and called for major reforms in agricultural sector. He argued for a paradigm shift in the focus of 

farm sector from food security to farmers’ income. “When ‘farm income’ is at the centre, 

‘production’ shall be the natural consequence”, he explained.  
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The Vice Chancellor, faculty members and students from the PJTSAU; Directors and Scientists 

from all ICAR institutions based at Hyderabad; all the  faculty members and students of the 

Academy and representatives from NIRD and MANAGE attended the interactive session and 

actively participated in the discussion. Earlier, Dr. R. Kalpana Sastry, Director, NAARM 

welcomed the guests and introduced the theme and the speaker to the audience.  

Visit https://youtu.be/yciHgPRqkcQ for full speech of 

Dr. Ramesh Chand, Member (Agri), NITI Aayog.  
 

https://youtu.be/yciHgPRqkcQ

