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Empanelment of Software Companies, as Product Engineering Firms 
 

Pre-bid Conference: Salient points of discussion 

 
Date : 21 May 2018 
Time  : 11am – 11.30 am     Venue :  Committee Room 

The meeting was attended by the following:  
 
ICAR-NAARM Team  
 

1. Dr. K. Kareemulla, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NAARM  

2. Dr. P. Krishnan, Principal Scientist and Head, PME, ICAR-NAARM  

3. Mr. Ashish Roy, Joint Director (Admin) & Registrar, ICAR-NAARM 

4. Mr. S. George, Chief Finance and Accounts Officer, ICAR-NAARM 

5. Dr. V.V. Sumanth Kumar, Scientist, ICAR-NAARM 

6. Mr. J.N.L. Das, Senior Administrative Officer, ICAR-NAARM 

7. Mr. N. Raghunath, Stores and Purchase Officer, ICAR-NAARM 

 
Representatives from different IT firms  
 

1. Mr. A. Prashanth Vignesh, M/s. Threshold Software Solutions Private Limited 

2. Mr. Sudhir Reddy Kura, M/s. Adepto Geoinformatics Private Limited 

3. Mr. Ajay Gupta, M/s. Neemus Solutions Private Limited 
 

4. Mr. K. Praveen, M/s. Technoidentity Solutions Private Limited 
 
A brief on the empanelment concept was introduced to the representatives of the firms 
who participated in the pre-bid conference and necessary clarifications were provided. 
The key points discussed are summarized as under. 
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1. What is this empanelment all about ? 

NAARM desires to empanel firms who are willing to partner with the Academy in 
co-developing IP-enabled software products/applications (web-based/mobile-
based) related to the field of agriculture and allied fields, within the ambit of 
ICAR’s guidelines on the subject.  

The software solutions co-developed under this arrangement shall enjoy Joint IP 
and the commercial interests on the same shall accrue to either parties within the 
framework/guidelines of ICAR viz., Professional Service Functions Guidelines 
(http://www.icar.org.in/files/ICAR-Guidelines-PSF-2014.pdf) and Intellectual 
Property and Technology Management Guidelines of ICAR 
(http://www.icar.org.in/files/reports/other-reports/icar-ipmttcguide.pdf). 
 
The guidelines of ICAR, as operational (Professional Service Functions Guidelines 
and Intellectual Property and Technology Management Guidelines) and revised 
from time to time shall have an overarching impact, notwithstanding any of the 
provisions in the MoU signed between the parties. 

 
 

2. Who can be empaneled ? 

Any IT firm meeting the eligibility criteria stated in the advertisement and willing 
to comply with the terms stated in the advertisement shall be considered for 
empanelment.  
However, sheer meeting the above criteria, however, does not guarantee 
empanelment.  

 
 
3. How many firms will be empaneled ? 

There is no specific boundary on the number of the firms to be empaneled. Director, 
NAARM shall constitute a committee to review the applications and evolve such 
procedures, as considered necessary, including calling for a brief presentation, to 
shortlist and identify the firms to be empaneled for the Academy.   

 
 

4. Will NAARM pay to the firms for the products developed ?  

NAARM shall be the knowledge partner and the empanelment does not entitle any 
payment from NAARM. It neither provides any preference to the empaneled firms 
for any independent IT assignment of Academy, beyond the scope of this 
arrangement.  
 
 

5. What are the specific advantages for the empaneled firms ? 

 NAARM is the premier agricultural research management institute in the 
country and to serve in the panel of the Academy would provide an 
opportunity to the empaneled firms to partner with its faculty members in 
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developing IT products for addressing various issues concerning the 
agricultural sector.  

 The products in turn may be commercialized as per the terms mutually agreed 
upon, within the umbrella framework of ICAR guidelines on the subject.  

 For the specific assignment, the empaneled firm shall work as a ‘partner’ with 
the faculty member(s) against being a ‘vendor’.  

 The arrangement shall also provide for the firms to advance their own 
ideas/concepts related to the interests/expertise of the Academy to co-develop 
products with joint IP.  

 

6. How will the empanelment be operationalized ? 

 Academy shall develop the guidelines on operationalizing the arrangement, 
which would include a draft template for the MoU, to be signed between the 
consenting parties on case-to-case basis.  

 The strengths, interests and expertise of the empaneled firms and the faculty 
members  shall be mutually shared among the parties, to aid in understanding  
each other and to facilitate ideation and concept development.  

 The product idea may originate either from the firm or from the faculty 
member(s), wherein both parties see mutual advantage in partnering and are 
convinced of the commercial value and overall benefit to the sector. 

 The concept note of the idea, the team, terms, period, etc will be reviewed 
and approved by Director, following which the parties can work on the same. 

 PME Cell of NAARM shall serve as the nodal agency to facilitate the entire 
process and ensure compliance of the laid out guidelines of ICAR.  

 
 

7. Are the firms with MSME/NSIC certificate exempted from paying EMD ? 

 The empanelment does not involve purchase of products; nor engagement of 
any services; and thus is different from conventional tenders.  

 EMD is solicited in order to ensure shared commitment in the process of 
product development, where NAARM is the knowledge partner.  

 All firms who send their expression of interest, including those firms with 
MSME / NSIC certificate, may have to deposit the EMD. However, if the 
Academy takes a view subsequently to waive the EMD, the same will be 
reimbursed to the respective firms, without interest, to the concerned firms, 
as deemed fit.  

 


