
NABARD Chairman Inaugurates 113th FOCARS at ICAR-NAARM 

July 18th, 2023 

Hon’ble Chairman, NABARD Shri. Shaji K V, officially inaugurated the 113th Foundation 

Course for Agricultural Research Service today at the ICAR-National Academy of 

Agricultural Research Management (NAARM), Hyderabad. The foundation course witnessed 

the enrolment of 69 scientist probationers representing 32 ARS disciplines from 21 states / 

UTs across agriculture and allied science subjects. The probationers will undergo foundation 

training for the next three months in three phases. There were 27 female and 42 male 

probationers.  

Shri. Shaji KV, in his inaugural address laid emphasis on the need for sustainable approaches 

to overcome climate change related issues. He also stressed the importance of injecting more 

fund into the research and development and also highlighted our country’s commitment 

towards global sustainability. He mentioned further that our country should maintain the 

current level of production and productivity and working towards decreasing post-harvest 

losses. 

The Guest of Honour was Prof. Appa Rao Podile, former Vice Chancellor, University of 

Hyderabad. Dr. Appa Rao, advised the young probationers towards working on One health 

concept. (i.e.) maintaining soil, plant and animal health. He also explained that the 30 – 40 % 

of the crop is biologically influenced by the microorganisms and gene editing is the modern 

mechanism to boost crop production in general and productivity in particular. 

All the scientist trainees took oath of allegiance to serve the country and constitution of India 

administered by Dr Ch Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad. 

Dr. Ch.Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-NAARM in his presidential address mentioned about 

the new innovations viz., interactive sessions with young scientists, women directors 

interaction and academy industry interface and start up interaction with the scientist 

probationers in this 113th FOCARS as per the changing needs of the young scientists. He also 

mentioned about the FOCARS training programme three phases. The First phase focuses on 

orientation and capacity building, while the second and third phase focuses on Field 

Experiential Training (FET) and multi-disciplinary perspective, respectively. 

Dr. G. Venkateshwarlu, Joint Director, NAARM earlier welcomed the Chief Guest & Guest of 

Honour and highlighted the institutional collaborations between NABARD and NAARM. 

Dr. N.A.Vijay Avinashilingam, Dr. BS Yashavanth and Dr. B.S. Sontakki were the Course 

Directors. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


