ICAR-NAARM organises a Skill Development Training on Backyard
Poultry Management at KVK, Banavasi

Programme Coordinator: Dr P Supriya

A five-day Skill Development Training Programme on “Backyard Poultry Management” was
organized by ICAR—National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM),
Hyderabad, under the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP), in collaboration with Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK), Banavasi, Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh, from 30th October to 4th
November 2025. The programme aimed to enhance the livelihoods of rural farmers and
promote self-employment opportunities through the adoption of scientific backyard poultry
practices.

A total of 37 Scheduled Caste farmers from Banavasi, Chinnathumblam, Yemmiganur,
Kotekal, and Gangulapadu villages of Kurnool district participated in the training. The
programme comprised both theoretical sessions and hands-on practical exercises, covering key
aspects such as breed selection, feeding management, housing, health care, and control of
common poultry diseases. Participants actively engaged in all sessions and expressed keen
interest in adopting improved practices in backyard poultry farming.

Dr. B. Nirmala, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NAARM, briefed the participants on the objectives
and implementation of the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP). She motivated the trainees to
adopt backyard poultry farming as a viable means of income generation and nutritional security
for their families.

During the valedictory session, Dr. K. Raghavendra Chowdary, Programme Coordinator, KVK
Banavasi highlighted the objectives and importance of the training programme and emphasized
that backyard poultry farming offers a sustainable livelihood option with low investment and
high economic returns. He also urged the participants to maintain regular interaction with KVK
for technical guidance and continued support.

Dr. P. Supriya, Scientist, [CAR-NAARM, emphasized the role of scientific skill development
in improving productivity and profitability in backyard poultry. She highlighted that the
introduction of improved poultry breeds and adoption of scientific management practices
related to feeding, housing, and disease prevention can substantially enhance the income and
living standards of small and marginal farmers.

As part of the practical exposure component, the participants visited the SK Poultry Farm at
Peddhakadabur village, Kurnool district, where they observed modern poultry production

practices and interacted with progressive farmers. The exposure visit provided them with



valuable insights into scientific management and entrepreneurship opportunities in poultry
farming.

To facilitate the initiation of backyard poultry units at the village level, each participant was
provided with 10 Sonali chicks (2 months old), 25 kg of feed, and a feeder as a starter kit during
the valedictory function.

Earlier, Dr. M. V. Niranjan Reddy, SMS (Veterinary Science) and Course Coordinator, KVK
Banavasi, welcomed the participants and outlined the training objectives. The programme

concluded with a vote of thanks.
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