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Job Description- Chief Operating Officer 

a-IDEA, the Technology Business Incubator of ICAR-NAARM looking for a Chief Operating 

Officer (COO). The COO will serve as the principal executive responsible for translating a-IDEA's 

vision into measurable impact by leading innovation, venture creation, strategic partnerships, 

investment facilitation, and organizational growth. He will report to the CEO, a-IDEA. 

Key Responsibilities 

 Provide strategic leadership in planning, executing, monitoring, and scaling incubation, 

acceleration, entrepreneurship, innovation, and startup support programmes funded by different 

agencies. 

 Build a robust pipeline of high-potential agri-tech startups from scouting to scale-up. 

 Mentor startups in business planning, technology commercialization, product development, 

market validation, intellectual property management, regulatory compliance, fundraising, and 

market access initiatives. 

 Mobilize financial resources through grants, seed funds, equity investments, sponsorships, CSR 

partnerships, government projects, and institutional funding for sustainable growth of the 

incubator. 

 Lead seed fund and investment programmes, including due diligence, investment evaluation, term 

sheet negotiations, portfolio management, and investor engagement. 

 Ensure efficient operations, financial management, governance, statutory compliance, and 

institutional performance. 

 Promote entrepreneurship through awareness programmes, boot camps, hackathons, innovation 

challenges, investor connects, startup showcases, capacity-building initiatives, and ecosystem-

building activities. 

 Build and lead a high-performing multidisciplinary team and foster a culture of innovation, 

accountability, and excellence. 

 Strengthen a-IDEA's national and global visibility through ecosystem engagement, institutional 

branding, communication strategies, and thought leadership. 

 Represent the incubator at national and international forums, conferences, policy discussions, 

investor meetings, industry events, and government review meetings. 

 Monitor programme outcomes, track startup performance metrics, prepare reports for funding 

agencies, and advise the CEO and Governing Board on institutional strategy, policy, and 

organizational growth. 
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Essential Qualification 

Postgraduate degree in Agriculture, Biotechnology, Food Technology, Life Sciences, Engineering, 

Management, Agribusiness, Rural Management, Entrepreneurship, or related disciplines with at least 

5 years of relevant experience in startup incubation, innovation management, entrepreneurship 

development, technology commercialization, or ecosystem development. 

Desirable Qualification 

Demonstrated experience in fundraising, partnership development, startup mentoring, and ecosystem 

building. Strong understanding of agribusiness, innovation ecosystems, startup financing, and 

emerging technologies. Experience in raising and managing Government-funded programmes (DST, 

BIRAC, NABARD, MSME, etc.), and institutional capacity building will be preferred. 

Consolidated emoluments:  

A consolidated remuneration of ₹1,25,000/- to 1,50,000/- per month. The emolument will be based on 

candidate’s work experience, previous job credentials & future potential to execute the tasks assigned. 

How to apply: 

Send your resume, copies of essential educational certificates and work experience certificates (as a 

single PDF file) to careers.aidea@naarm.in latest by 23/07/2026. Resumes are accepted only 

through e-mails. 

Shortlisted candidates will be called for personal interview. No TA/DA will be paid for attending 

interview. a-IDEA, NAARM reserves the right to fill or not to fill the post mentioned above without 

assigning any reasons. For detail about a-IDEA, visit https://aidea.naarm.org.in/                                                                                                                                  
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