ICAR-NAARM Erudition Series: Emerging Trends and
Opportunities in the Indian Seed Industry

On 10 July 2026, ICAR—National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM) had
the privilege of hosting Mr. Raghavan Sampathkumar, Executive Director of the Federation of
Seed Industry of India (FSII), for an enlightening session under the Erudition Series on the theme
“Overview of the Seed Industry.” The session offered valuable insights into the evolution,
opportunities, and future prospects of India’s seed sector, while also imparting important lessons on
personal and professional growth.

Mr. Sampathkumar began by emphasizing that the depth of one’s efforts and experiences ultimately
shapes success. He encouraged students to approach life with passion, curiosity, and resilience,
highlighting that true fulfillment extends beyond professional accomplishments. Stressing the
importance of holistic development, he urged participants to seek meaningful experiences, maintain
a sense of purpose, and strive for happiness alongside career success.

The discussion highlighted the seed industry as one of the most dynamic and innovation-driven
segments of the agricultural sector. Mr. Sampathkumar noted that the Indian seed industry, valued
at approximately 340,000 crore, functions within a robust regulatory framework shaped by multiple
laws and policies. He aptly described seeds as the “hardware” of agriculture and biotechnology as
its “software,” illustrating how technological advancements are driving innovation, productivity,
and sustainable agricultural growth. He also highlighted the critical role of the seed industry in
ensuring food security and supporting the advancement of Indian agriculture.

The session concluded with an engaging interactive Q&A, during which participants explored topics
related to innovation, regulatory and policy frameworks, emerging industry trends, and the
competencies required to succeed in a rapidly evolving agricultural landscape.

The lecture witnessed enthusiastic participation from the PGDM-ABM students and contributed
significantly to strengthening ICAR-NAARM’s academic enrichment and quality assurance
initiatives. The program was coordinated by Dr. Srinivas Tavva, Dr. Sivaramane N, Dr. Kuldeep
Choudhary, and the Placement Team of the PGDM (ABM) programme.
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