Brainstorming session on Integration of Gender Perspectives in Research Project
Proposals

ICAR—National Academy of Agricultural Research Management Hyderabad, organized a
brainstorming session on “Integration of Gender Perspectives in Research Project Proposals
(RPPs)” on 13 August 2026. The session was chaired by the Dr Raman Meenakshi Sundaram,
Director, ICAR-NAARM, and attended by the Head, PME, Heads of Divisions and faculty
members of the Academy. The programme was organized in response to the communication
received from ICAR-CIWA regarding the integration of gender perspectives into Research
Project Proposals in line with the ICAR Gender Strategy. Dr. Surya Rathore, Principal Scientist
and Nodal Officer, Gender Research in Agriculture (GRA), welcomed the participants and
presented the objectives and key agenda points of the brainstorming session. The deliberations
focused on identifying practical, scientifically robust and institutionally feasible approaches
for integrating gender perspectives across the research cycle, including problem identification,
project formulation, data collection, technology development, validation, outcome assessment
and dissemination.

During the discussions, participants emphasized the importance of context-specific gender
analysis, collection and reporting of gender-disaggregated data, gender-responsive technology
development, meaningful participation of women stakeholders in research planning and
validation, and systematic documentation of gender-related outcomes and impacts. The
meeting also highlighted the need for strengthening capacity building, interdisciplinary
collaboration and extension activities to enhance the relevance and reach of research
interventions. Several actionable recommendations emerged from the deliberations, including
the development of gender-responsive RPP checklists, integration of gender dimensions into
ongoing and future projects, promotion of evidence-based impact assessment, and
documentation of successful women-led innovations and enterprises. The recommendations
are expected to contribute towards strengthening gender-responsive agricultural research
across the NARES system. The session concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. P.
Supriya, Scientist and Co-Nodal Officer, Gender Research in Agriculture (GRA), ICAR-
NAARM.






