
ICAR-NAARM and NFDB initiating Digital Skilling in Fisheries Sector through MOOCs 

ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad and NFDB, Hyderabad initiated dialogues for developing digital 

skilling modules in prioritized areas of fisheries and aquaculture to reach the unreached in 

scales and impact through massive open online courses, i.e., MOOCs. For this cause, a 

brainstorming workshop on ‘Digital Skilling in Fisheries Sector’ was organized by the National 

Fisheries Development Board on August 6, 2026, in which ICAR-National Academy of 

Agricultural Research Management is acting as the technology and knowledge partner. Dr. 

Bijay Kumar Behera, Chief Executive, NFDB, emphasized the importance of digital skilling 

for sustainable fisheries and aquaculture development. Dr. Raman Meenakshi Sundaram, 

Director, ICAR-NAARM, highlighted the need for developing need-based, learner-centric 

MOOCs to strengthen capacity building across the fisheries and aquaculture value chain. Dr. 

Dipesh Debnath, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NAARM outlined a strategic project to 

operationalize MOOCs for the sector as a scalable digital capacity-building platform aligned 

with the Blue Economy, NEP 2020 and Digital India initiatives. It highlighted the evolving 

fisheries education curriculum, the growing emphasis on skill enhancement and digital 

learning, and proposed a flagship course on Commercial Seaweed Farming. The initiative aims 

to strengthen technical competencies, entrepreneurship, employability and lifelong learning 

while creating a sustainable digital learning ecosystem for a diverse stakeholder group, 

including students, fishers, fish farmers, extension personnel, women, rural youth, 

entrepreneurs and start-ups across the fisheries and aquaculture value chain. During the open 

discussion, various new ideas were proposed, challenges and opportunities identified for digital 

skilling by Scientists and Technical Officers of both the organizations, including Dr. S. 

Kannappan, Senior Executive Director, NFDB; Dr. Sumanth Kumar V., Head, ESM Division; 

Dr. G.R.K. Murthy, Principal Scientist; Dr. Sona Yengkokpam, Principal Scientist; Dr. Ranjith 

L., Senior Scientist, Dr. Suresh Kumar Mojjada, Senior Scientist, NAARM; Dr. Kanchi 

Bhargavi, Senior Executive (Tech); Dr. J. Deepa Suman, Senior Executive (Tech), NFDB and 

other officers of the Board. The workshop concluded with a shared commitment to jointly 

promote digital skilling for the fisheries and aquaculture sector through innovative, need-based 

MOOCs and online certification programmes. Both the leaders appreciated this collaborative 

initiative and agreed to strengthen cooperation between NFDB and ICAR-NAARM in 

developing scalable digital learning solutions that support skill development, entrepreneurship, 

technology dissemination and sustainable growth of India's Blue Economy. The workshop was 

coordinated by Dr. K. Bhargavi and Dr. D. Debnath. 
 

  

  
 


