
 

 

Brainstorming Workshop on “Aatmanirbharata in Oilseeds: Innovation and Policy 

Integration for Viksit Bharat” 

A two-day Brainstorming Workshop on “Aatmanirbharata in Oilseeds: Innovation and 

Policy Integration for Viksit Bharat” was organized by Indian Society of Oilseeds Research 

(ISOR) during 3-4 September 2026 in collaboration with ICAR-Indian Institute of Oilseeds 

Research (ICAR-IIOR) and ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural Research Management 

(ICAR-NAARM) Rajendranagar, Hyderabad. The workshop was organized in hybrid mode 

and brought together a wide range of stakeholders, including scientists, policymakers, 

academicians, extension professionals, representatives of research and development 

institutions, seed industries, private sector organizations, farmer organizations and progressive 

farmers. 
 

Dr. R.K. Mathur, Director, ICAR-IIOR, Hyderabad, welcomed the distinguished guests and 

participants. The inaugural session was enriched by the addresses of eminent personalities 

representing research, agricultural education, extension and development sectors. 
 

The programme included addresses by Dr. Shaik N. Meera, Director, ICAR-ATARI, 

Hyderabad; Dr. A.K. Vishwakarma, Project Coordinator (Sesame & Niger), JNKVV, Jabalpur; 

Dr. D.M. Hegde, Former Director, ICAR-IIOR; Dr. V. Muralidharan, Former Director, ICAR-

DGR; Dr. D. Raji Reddy, Vice-Chancellor, SKLTGHU; and Mrs. Rekha Nair, Deputy Head–

Program–Rural, ICICI Foundation. 
 

The Presidential Address was delivered by Dr. D.K. Yadava, Deputy Director General (Crop 

Science), ICAR, New Delhi, while the Keynote Address was delivered by Dr. S.K. Rao, Former 

Vice-Chancellor, RVSKVV, Gwalior. The inaugural session set the tone for comprehensive 

deliberations on strengthening the oilseed sector through scientific innovations, effective 

technology dissemination, improved seed systems and appropriate policy support. 

The technical deliberations of the workshop were organized around four major thematic areas, 

providing a comprehensive platform for examining the challenges and opportunities associated 

with achieving Aatmanirbharata in oilseeds. 
 

The four thematic discussions broadly addressed critical dimensions of the oilseed sector, 

including research and technological innovations; extension, capacity building and institutional 

support; seed systems and the role of public and private sector partnerships; and production, 

value-chain and policy interventions. The deliberations highlighted the importance of 

developing stronger linkages among research institutions, agricultural universities, extension 

agencies, industry and farmers to accelerate the adoption of improved technologies and 

strengthen the overall oilseed ecosystem. Special emphasis was given to the role of quality seed 

and efficient seed systems, technology dissemination, market and value-chain linkages, 

participation of the private sector and farmer organizations, and the need for policy 

convergence to support sustainable growth in the oilseed sector. The discussions also 
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underlined the importance of integrating scientific innovation with effective institutional 

mechanisms and policy support to address the diverse requirements of oilseed production and 

development across different regions of the country. The workshop provided an opportunity 

for stakeholders to collectively identify priority areas requiring coordinated action for 

strengthening domestic oilseed production and reducing dependence on external sources. 
 

The workshop concluded with a Plenary and Valedictory Session, during which the rapporteurs 

presented the major observations and recommendations emerging from the four thematic 

discussions. The recommendations were deliberated upon by the participants and finalized with 

a view to developing actionable strategies for strengthening the Indian oilseed sector and 

advancing the goal of self-reliance in oilseeds. The concluding programme was attended by 

distinguished dignitaries, including Dr. Raman Meenakshi Sundaram, Director, ICAR-

NAARM, Hyderabad; Dr. S.K. Jha, ADG (Oilseeds and Pulses), ICAR, New Delhi; and Dr. 

S.K. Bera, Director, ICAR-IIGR, Junagadh, who shared their valuable remarks and 

perspectives on the way forward for strengthening the oilseed sector. The programme 

concluded with a formal word of thanks proposed by Dr. M. Ramesh Naik, Joint Secretary, 

ISOR and Senior Scientist, ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad.  
 

The two-day brainstorming workshop provided an important national platform for dialogue 

and knowledge sharing among key stakeholders of the oilseed sector. The deliberations and 

recommendations emerging from the four thematic sessions are expected to contribute towards 

strengthening research, innovation, seed systems, extension, value chains and policy 

integration for achieving greater self-reliance in oilseeds and advancing the national vision of 

Viksit Bharat. 

 

 



 

 

 

 


