ICAR-NAARM organized ‘Stakeholders Convergence Meet’ under RuTAG 2.0 at
UCOST Dehradun, Uttarakhand on 10 September, 2026

The ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (ICAR-NAARM),
Hyderabad, organized a ‘Stakeholders Convergence Meet” under the Rural Technology Action
Group (RuTAG) 2.0 in collaboration with Uttarakhand State Council for Science and
Technology (UCOST), Dehradun, on 10 September 2026. The programme was catalyzed and
supported by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India. This
convergence meet brought together key stakeholders to deliberate on the scaling up, adoption,
and commercialization of rural technologies developed through RuTAG namely the Millet
Dehusking Machine developed by IIT Roorkee, the Sheep Hair Shearing Machine developed by
IIT Delhi, and the Walnut Cracker developed by SKUAST-K.

Prof. Durgesh Pant, Director General, UCOST, attended as the Chief Guest, highlighted the
need of technology in the agriculture sector and emphasized the need of cross institutional
collaborations to fasten technology dissemination. Dr. Bhagwati Prasad Bhatt, Vice
Chancellor, VCSG Uttarakhand University of Horticulture and Forestry, Bharsar participated
as Guests of Honour emphasized the importance of institutional collaboration and knowledge-
based interventions for rural development. Dr. Raman Meenakshi Sundaram, Director, ICAR-
NAARM, presided over the programme provided valuable guidance on taking forward the
objectives of RuTAG 2.0 through stronger stakeholder engagement, technology adoption and
commercialization. Dr. Jitendra Kwatra, Director, Extension Education/Director, SAMETI
Uttarakhand, GBPUA&T highlighted the importance of KVKs and requested for technology
demonstration at every KVK level. Dr. Lakshmi Kant, Director, ICAR-VPKAS, Almora
explained the institute achievements for the welfare of hill farmers and worked out road map
on how RuTAG can reach to the grass root people. Initially welcoming the participants, Dr.
Vijay Avinashilingam, N.A., Principal Investigator, RuTAG 2.0 and Coordinator of the Meet,
ICAR-NAARM, highlighted the objectives of the convergence meet and explained the
importance of bringing technology developers and sectoral stakeholders together to strengthen
the pathway to technology commercialization. Vote of Thanks was proposed by Dr. Naresh
Chand, Coordinator from UCOST.

The convergence brought together more than 206 participants from 42 plus institutions
including experts and representatives from line departments viz., Shri. Shashi Kumar, General
Manager, NABARD, Dr. Kharayat, CEO, Uttarakhand Sheep and Wool Development Board,
Shri. Vikram Singh, Project Director, DRDA, Dr. D.S.Rana, Chief Agriculture Officer, Dr.
D.K.Tewari, Chief Horticulture Officer, Dr. Rajat Sharma, EDII Uttarakhand Centre —
Devbhoomi Udyamita Yojana, District Industries Centre, Animal Husbandry, Mukyamantri
Udhyam Shala Yojana-Rural Development, Dr.C.B.Singh, DGM, APEDA, State Wildlife
Board, Uttarakhand Bamboo Fibre Development Board, and experts from eminent
SAUs/Research Institutions namely, Dr. Ravindra Naik, CoPl, RuTAG,ICAR-CIAE (RS)
Coimbatore, Dr. Arunachalam, Joint Director, VCSGUHF, Dr. N.K.Hedau, Head, Crop
Improvement Division, ICAR- VPKAS, Dr. Bankey Bihari, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IISWC,
Dehradun, Dr. Puneet Kumar, Expert, ICAR-CITH, Srinagar, |&K, Dr. Purshottam, Head,



& Dr Renu, Expert Horticulture, KVK, Haridwar, financial institutions Lead Bank —PNB,
Uttarakhand, NGOs viz.,TRIBES, SARG, Krishivan, Institute of Agriculture and Training,
Private industries namely Biocert India Pot. Ltd., FPOs /FPCs/SHGs and other grassroot
innovators.

A live demonstration of RuTAG technologies viz., millet dehusker by Shri Sonal from IIT,
Roorkee and Sheep Hair Shearing Machine by Shri Mukhopadyaya were showcased before the
participants in highlighting the machines potential in improving efficiency and drudgery
reduction. The meet concluded with interactive discussions, suggestions and inputs from
participating stakeholders to guide further action towards strengthening the relevance,
dissemination, and commercialization of suitable RuTAG technologies in Uttarakhand.
Participants deliberated on practical pathways for taking the technologies closer to end users,
with discussions focusing on sector-specific requirements, stakeholder linkages and
opportunities for technology adoption and commercialization.

(Source: National Academy of Agricultural Research Management, Hyderabad)




